A comprehensive taxonomic revision of the genus Pogostemon in Southern Western Ghats was carried out based on field observation and extensive herbarium studies. Twenty-one species and one variety are recognized, among of which seven species and one variety are endemic to Western Ghats especially Nilgiris. Based on the observations made, a Checklist of the genus Pogostemon with a brief description for identification, season of flowering, endemism, ecology and distribution of each species in the Southern Western Ghats is formed.
Introduction
Lamiaceae, the Mint family, is the one of the largest dicotyledonous family consisting of about 236 genera and 7173 species worldwide (Harley et al., 2004) . Plants belongs to this family are mostly perennial or annual herbs and shrubs (rarely trees) having advanced gamopetalous flower. They are usually recognized easily by having square stems with opposite or whorled leaves and bilabiate corolla. Many of the species are aromatic, making them further recognizable. This family has large species diversity in India. About 70 genera and 425 species of Lamiacean plants are reported from India, and of these 214 species are endemic, which is about 50.3 percentages of the total Indian species (Mukherjee 1940). A rough estimate of the species diversity in Southern Western Ghats shows that there are about 139 species contained in 26 genera. Many of the South Indian species are endemic and others are found in other parts of India and Asia. There are about 30 species common to both south India and Ceylon.
The genus Pogostemon Desf. is a well defined genus of the family Lamiaceae with exerted stamens bearing monoliform hairs. It is globally represented by 96 species and is represented in South and Southeast Asia by 79 taxa. India has the highest number of Pogostemon species in the world, represented by 56 taxa (53 species and 3 varieties) of which, 22 taxa (19 species and 3 varieties) are endemic. The Western Ghats is the major centre of Pogostemon diversity in peninsular India.
Materials and methods
Extensive field explorations were made in type localities and other floristically important areas especially in the grasslands and shola forest areas of Western Ghats. The herbarium specimens of different herbaria like KFRI, Trichur; TBGRI, Trivandrum, BSI, Shillong; CALI, University of Calicut were referred for the present study. The photographs of fresh specimens were taken using SONY alpha-65 and microscopic observations were carried out for critical studies using Leica Stereo microscope M80.
Result and discussions
During the present study we could observe the extended range of distribution of two rare Pogostemon species: P. crusiatus from Wayanad district of Kerala and P. peethapushpam from Chikmagalur district of Karnataka. The study also reports the rediscovery of endangered and endemic plant Pogostemon paludosus which was first described by Bentham on the basis of Perrottet's collection from Ootacamund. Robert Wight also reported a specimen from the same hills (Hooker 1885 
Pogostemon mollis Benth.
Erect branched herb with terminal white inflorescence.
Conclusion
Pogostemon is one of the major species in the family Lamiaceae, which is variable with much variations concentrated in small flowered aquatic and marshland plants and large flowered terrestrial herbs or sub shrubs. As a part of the revision of Pogostemon in Western Ghats, we did a preliminary analysis of the diversity in this region and found that Western Ghats comprises of about 21 spp. and majority of them are reported from Nilgiris and Anamalai regions. Plants belonging to this genus were mainly found in
